Rat liver mitochondrial respiratory capacities in the transition from weaning to adulthood.
In the present study we investigated the changes in hepatic mitochondrial function in the transition from weaning to adulthood in the rat. We measured mitochondrial respiration using FAD- and NAD-linked substrates in 25 and 60 day old rats. The results show that adult rats exhibited significantly higher respiratory rates with all the substrates used except pyruvate. Our results indicate that the transition from weaning to adulthood induces important changes in hepatic mitochondrial function.